TOWN OF NELSON - LOCAL LAW #3-78 “DOG LEASH LAW”

SECTION 1. PURPOSE: The purpose and intent of this Local Law shall be to preserve the
public peace and good order of the Ton of Nelson, Madison County, New York, to contribute to
the Public Welfare, and to the preservation and protection of the property and person of the
inhabitants of said Town declaring and enforcing certain regulations restrictions on activities of
dogs and owners of the dogs within the Town.

SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS:
A. DOG: Any dog, both male or female, whether such female dog is spayed.

B. OWNER: Any person who owns, keep, harbors, or has the care, custody or control of a
dog. Dogs owned by minors shall be deemed to be in the custody and control of the minor’s
parents, or the head of household where the minor resides.

C. AT LARGE: Any dog shall be deemed at large when if it is off the property of the owner,
and not under restraint.

D. RESTRAINT: A dog is under restraint when it is controlled by a leash, said leash not to be
in excess of 6 feet, or in the presence of a competent person and obedient to that person’s
commands; or on or in a vehicle being driven or parked on the street or within the property limits
of'its owner or keeper, or upon the premises of another with the consent of such person.

SECTION 3. DOG CONTROL OFFICER: the position of “Dog Control Officer” may be created
by the Town Board of the Town and such Dog Control Officer shall have all of the powers of
Peace Officer in the execution of this Local Law and in the execution of Article 7 of the
Agriculture and Market Law, including the service of summons, and the service and execution on
any other order or process. Every dog seized by the Dog Control Officer shall be maintained,
redeemed, or sold or destroyed in accordance with Article 7 of the Agriculture and Market Law.

SECTION 4: RESTRICTIONS:

A. No Owner shall permit or allow a dog to run at large within the Town of Nelson unless
such dog shall be restrained as provided in Section 2 (D) herein.

B. No dog shall be permitted to cause damage or destruction to property, or cause a nuisance,
or to defecate upon the premises of a person, other than to or upon the premises of the owner or
person harboring such dogs.

C. No Owner shall keep or harbor a dog which howls or barks habitually or contiguously so
as to disturb the peace and quiet of others.






